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DAVID | THE PATH TO SEXUAL SIN 
1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his serv-
ants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But 
David remained at Jerusalem. 

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the 
roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was 
very beautiful. 3 And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is not 
this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So David sent messen-
gers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying 
herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. 5 And the woman conceived, 
and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 

6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to Da-
vid. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were 
doing and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house 
and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king's house, and there followed him a present 
from the king. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, 
and did not go down to his house. 10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his 
house,” David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to 
your house?” 11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord 
Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, 
to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this 
thing.” 12 Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you 
back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 And David invited him, and he 
ate in his presence and drank, so that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to 
lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house. 

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter 
he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from 
him, that he may be struck down, and die.” 16 And as Joab was besieging the city, he assigned 
Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men. 17 And the men of the city came out 
and fought with Joab, and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the 
Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all the news about the fighting. 19 And he 
instructed the messenger, “When you have finished telling all the news about the fighting to 
the king, 20 then, if the king's anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city 
to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech the 
son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that 
he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.’” 

22 So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23 The 
messenger said to David, “The men gained an advantage over us and came out against us in 
the field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. 24 Then the archers shot at your 
servants from the wall. Some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hit-
tite is dead also.” 25 David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do not let this 
matter displease you, for the sword devours now one and now another. Strengthen your at-
tack against the city and overthrow it.’ And encourage him.” 

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her 
husband. 27 And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, 
and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord. 

2 SAMUEL 11 
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NINE STEPS DAVID TOOK 
ONE | NEGLECT WORK OR OVERWORK (2 Samuel 11:1-2) 
One of the early steps David took was not going out to war during a season of war. We learn 
at the beginning of the narrative that he is clearly lounging in the middle of the day. The ques-
tion is why? Why is he not at war like everyone else? He is after the slayer of giants. This is 
only speculation but he could be exhausted, or even slightly depressed, but we don’t know. 
What we do know is that he is out for a stroll on his rooftop in the afternoon. And it is his ei-
ther his lack of work or his overwork that contributed to this moment of weakness. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 

 

TWO | FANTASIZE ABOUT SIN (2 Samuel 11:2) 
The visual nature of sexual sin is overwhelmingly powerful to men. Most women do not under-
stand this, but men are tremendously simulated by visual images. Nothing is more powerful 
than the allure of physical beauty and we can retain these image forever. For example, most 
men I talk to about pornography can still recall their first exposure to it and the image that 
they saw. Some reaching back as far as 50-60 years. There is now doubt that David’s expo-
sure to this moment was magnetically powerful combine this with what follows and his pri-
vate fantasies become reality. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 

 

THREE | TAKE ANOTHER STEP TOWARD THE SIN (2 Samuel 11:3) 
We tend to miss the grotesque nature of sin when we take one small step at a time. No well-
meaning Christian plans to impregnate a woman, destroy a family, and kill an innocent man. 
The way it happens is one small step at a time. David just keeps taking the next step and un-
fortunately this leads to his undoing because he never interrupts the progress. Joseph, on the 
other hand, was an exemplary example with Potiphar’s wife – he chose not to take a step, he 
ran from the opportunity. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 

 

FOUR | BUILD A SCHEDULE TO SIN (2 Samuel 11:4) 
Next we see David sends a messenger who “took” her to meet with David. As the Scottish po-
et Sir Walter Scott once said “What a tangled web we weave, when we first practice to de-
ceive.” 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 
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FIVE | USE POWER OR POSITION TO COERCE (2 Samuel 11:4) 
For many men power and position can become intoxicating. This is true for David. Now being 
the most powerful man in the country he uses this to get what he wants. While we don’t hear 
much from Bathsheba we can be sure that this was also enticing for her as she is called for 
by the man who is called shepherd, beautiful, poet, warrior, commander, and king. He holds 
every position a man would want. There is only one title he does not have at this moment – 
adulterer. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 

SIX | TARGET A WEAKER PERSON (2 Samuel 11:4) 
We learn in this is story that Bathsheba was purifying herself, which means she was experi-
encing her menstrual cycle. As required by Levitical law, she would be bathing to purify her-
self from this uncleanliness for 7 days, and David catches her in this act. We can conclude 
that she is lonely since her husband is gone, she probably felt unclean, and she is obviously 
very fertile. And David targets her in this moment of weakness. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 

SEVEN | CONSULT WITH THE WRONG PEOPLE (2 Samuel 11:6) 
If you really want to sin, all you have to do is talk to the right people (or maybe it might be bet-
ter to call them the wrong people). We have all done this. We sometimes consult with only the 
people who will tell us what we want to hear. In this situation David consult with Joab, a mili-
tary leader. Note it is not Samuel, or some other religious confidant. Why? Well in 2 Samuel 
11:18-21, we see why. Joab is helping David get what he really wants. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 

EIGHT | MANIPULATE INNOCENT PEOPLE (2 Samuel 11:7-8) 
At this point in the narrative, David understands the result of his one-time sexual escapade. 
Bathsheba is pregnant and now David wants to conceal the sin. We watch as his already bad 
situation is made worse by now doing everything he can to manipulate God fearing people. 
Uriah, who is a man of integrity, maintains his position and character and yet David works 
overtime to find resolution to hide his sin. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 

NINE | ESCALATE MEASURES (2 Samuel 11:12-13) 
As this chapter concludes we watch as David uses his authority to put Uriah in harm’s way, 
resulting in his death. David thinks he has concealed the sin but we find out later that God and 
Nathan will confront his sins and that in the end they will have tragic consequences. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU GUILTY OF THIS? 
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