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SUBMITS TO AUTHORITY 
“For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do my own will 
but the will of him who sent me.” 

JOHN 6:38  
 

“You are my friends if you do 
what I command you.” 
 
JOHN 15:14 
 

 

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rul-
ers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in 
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for 
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the 
servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this 
very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.” 

ROMANS 13:1-7 
 

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION: 
• Check in with each other. 
• What are reasons men run from authority? List at least three and discuss why these 

are appealing options. 
• What are the blessings of authority? List three and discuss why. 
• Is there ever a time we should not submit to authority? Be specific. 

ATTRIBUTE ONE // SUBMITS TO AUTHORITY 
A man can submit to authority. Submission is an attitude that results from a mindset. The 
man who excels at this understands that he cannot self-govern and needs to be gov-
erned. Therefore, he gives up his will to a greater authority that is objective to his own. 
While many men will run from authority, the only winners are the ones who give in to the 
authority of Jesus Christ. To effectively build this attitude we need a changed mindset. 
One that denies self, embraces suffering, and subordinate in identity. 
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THE MINDSET OF SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY 
Submission to authority is an attitude that is demonstrated through our behaviors. To devel-
op this, we must embrace a whole new mindset. Jesus instructed us on this in the Gospel of 
Matthew.  “Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me.’”  

MATTHEW 16:24 

MANHOOD MINDSET ONE: SELF-DENIAL 
As men, we prefer self-gratification when it comes to possessions, positions, and the pleas-
ures of life. Couple this with the ease, efficiency, and expediency by which these are delivered, 
and you will conclude that we primarily self-gratify. To embrace submission to authority we 
must exchange our mindset of self-gratification for one of self-denial. We do this by con-
sciously abstaining from self-indulging activities. In the Bible, this activity is called fasting.  

HOW OFTEN DO YOU EMBRACE THIS MINDSET? 

 
MANHOOD MINDSET TWO: MISSIONAL SUFFERING 
As we submit to authority, Jesus requires that we not only lay things down but also pick 
something up – our cross. But we should not understand our cross as suffering from the petty 
issues of life (a car that broke down, remodel that is taking too long, or kids that won’t listen). 
The suffering Jesus infers is worlds apart. It’s suffering for the mission of Christ, not our petty 
issues. With this mindset, we suffer in for being honest, standing up for injustice, and being 
obedient to Jesus Christ. We activate this mindset by daily living mission-centric.  

HOW OFTEN DO YOU EMBRACE THIS MINDSET? 

 

MANHOOD MINDSET THREE: SUBORDINATE IDENTITY 
The man who submits views himself as subordinate to the authority of Jesus Christ. Jesus is 
his supreme leader. By nature, Jesus’ position changes our position, which results in a trans-
formation of our identity. We take on a new title and position. This is never easy for us be-
cause we spend a lifetime nurturing an earthly identity based in the men we think we want to 
be. For this reason, the apostle Paul often referred to himself as “a servant of Jesus Christ.” 
We would be served well to begin every day with the adage “slave of Christ.”  

HOW OFTEN DO YOU EMBRACE THIS MINDSET? 

  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION: 
• Discuss how you ranked yourself above? 
• What is one thing you can do this week to improve your submission to authority? 
• How can we hold each other accountable? 
• Transfer any notes you would like to your DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
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