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WILLING TO SACRIFICE 
“Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

MATTHEW 20:28 

 
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends.” 

JOHN 15:13 

 

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even 
their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t 
you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 
29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule 
you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 31 “Or suppose a king is 
about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 
32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask 
for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have 
cannot be my disciples. 34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

LUKE 14:25-35 
  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION: 
• Check in with each other. 
• Were you able to submit to authority last week? What did you learn? 
• Why were sacrifices offered in the Old Testament? Give your best guess. 
• How do you think God would define the word “sacrifice?” 
• When is the last time someone made a sacrifice for you? 

ATTRIBUTE TWO: A man is willing to make hard sacrifices. 
While it is natural to be a taker, a man is a giver. He understands that God is a generous 
giver who gave the ultimate sacrifice for all men. He believes that Christ’s sacrifice is the 
means of his salvation, but sacrifice is also the method of his sanctification. This attribute 
requires self-evaluation, radical priority, renewed positioning, an attitude that is willing, 
and a mindset that loses everything to win that of real value. 
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EVALUATE YOUR WILLINGNESS TO SACRIFICE 
Evaluate yourself below. 

1. I PLACE GOD RADICALLY FIRST OVER ALL OTHER PRIORITIES 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.” 

 

2. I EMRACE MY POSITION UNDER CHRIST 
“And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” 

 

3. I EVALUATE MY TOTAL COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW THROUGH 
“Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete 
it?” 

 
4. I AM WILLING TO LOSE TO WIN 
“In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disci-
ples.” 

 
5. I INVEST IN THINGS OF TRUE VALUE 
“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?” 

 

MY ACTION ITEMS: Issues to Address. Steps to Take.   

NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN ALMOST 
ALWAYS

NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN ALMOST 
ALWAYS

NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN ALMOST 
ALWAYS

NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN ALMOST 
ALWAYS

NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN ALMOST 
ALWAYS

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS: 
• Discuss how you ranked yourself on each of the five areas above.  
• What steps do you need to take to increase your willingness to sacrifice? 
• How can we hold each other accountable to taking these steps? 
• Transfer any notes you would like to retain to your DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
•  


