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INTERGRITY OF MOTIVE 
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  

MATTHEW 5:20 
 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied him-
self, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men.”  

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-7 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for 
then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2 “Thus, when you give to the 
needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their re-
ward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 

MATTHEW 6:1-4 
 

 

 

 

  

ATTRIBUTE EIGHT: A man integrates motive. 
He is aware that his motives are easily swayed by internal and external, positive and neg-
ative forces, that attempt to satisfy his desires. Therefore, he must be cognizant of the 
battle by directing his desire toward God. Yet it is easy for a Christian man to pretend, and 
appear purely motivated, while living with a selfish motive. This is where the authentic man 
should give attention to his motive, and align it with God’s desires, until the moment that 
he becomes so cognizant of God that his actions are only a response, to God’s glory and 
nothing more. 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS: 
• Check in with each other. 
• Is it right to judge the motives of another person? 
• How do you tell when a person is purely motivated? 
• How do know when your motives are pure? 
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MOTIVE: 
A motive is what prompts a person to act in a certain way. We develop an inclination toward 
a certain behavior for certain reasons. The highest and purest motive is acting for God’s glory. 
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Colos-
sians 3:17 

THE MOTIVE DILEMMA: 
• A good deed done for the wrong motive. 
• A bad deed done for the right motive. 
• An unfulfilled motive. 

 

HOW TO ENSURE CORRECT MOTIVE: 
ONE | GIVE ATTENTION TO YOUR MOTIVE. We all miss opportunities to check our motiva-
tions. The first word in the text from Matthew 6:1 is “beware.” It means “to give attention to” or 
“to concentrate on.” This is the first step toward cleansing our motives. Ask yourself, “Why am 
I doing this?” 
 
TWO | AIM THE ACT. While the act may be done in public, the aim is not publicity. The only 
audience is God, and His glory. Do everything for his glory and no other reason. 
 
THREE | WATCH THE REWARD. There is no reward for right doing, there is only punishment 
for our wrong doing. Or here is another way to think about it. Remove the reward for right do-
ing, and the punishment for wrong doing, and there lies our motive. In the occasion that an 
earthly reward tempts us, do not be lured in by it. This is where motives will shift to self. 
 
FOUR | STOP PRETENDING. Actors put on a show, but not the Christian man. This is the 
deepest level of integrity. This requires integration not only between what you say and do, but 
between your motive and what you say and do. Anything less and you are simply putting on 
an act. If you want praise of men, you will be rewarded with it, and nothing more. 
 
FIVE | BECOME SO AWARE OF GOD YOU ARE UNAWARE OF THE ACT. Not letting your 
one hand know what the other is doing is another way to say, become conscious of the right 
thing and unconscious of the wrong thing. This is where God’s man is maturely motivated. 

 

MY ACTION ITEMS:  
Issues to Address. Steps to Take.  
 
 

  

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS: 
• Think of an example of each of the dilemma’s. 
• Do you believe God will judge these each the same or differently? Explain. 

PROVERBS 16:2 
“All the ways of a man are 
pure in his own eyes, but 
the Lord weights the spirit.” 


