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DELIBERATELY PRODUCES GROWTH 
“And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature 
and in favor with God and man.” 

LUKE 2:52 
 

“By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 

JOHN 15:8 
 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.4 Abide in 
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

JOHN 15:1-8 
 

  

ATTRIBUTE SEVEN: A man produces growth. 
He will never selfishly devour resources, but rather understands that resources flow from 
Christ through him. Therefore, he perceives himself to be a conduit of resources and does 
everything he can to remain connected to these resources through obedience, that is pure 
in motivation while holding to his identity in Christ. He will welcome the activities of pruning 
and connecting as central growth activities that benefit him and the kingdom.  

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS: 
• Check in with each other. 
• Do you feel like you are effectively producing results in your spiritual life?  
• What are the leading issue(s) that prohibit producing results. 
• What steps do you think you need to take to produce greater results? 
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HOW TO IMPACT YOUR GROWTH 
ONE | THINK CORRECTLY.  
OUR GROWTH DOES NOT... 

• IMPACT GOD’S LOVE. God is love 
regardless of our action, obedience, 
or growth. 

• ALTER REDEMPTION. Redemption 
is a supernatural miracle initiated by 
God. It has nothing to do with us. 

• INCREASE EARTHLY BLESSINGS. 
Increase in finances, for example, is 
not verification of growth. 

OUR GROWTH IS NOT... 
• EVIDENCED IN DURATION. We 

can casually ascent for a long time 
without demonstrating growth. 

• TIED TO ACTIVITY. Giving, attend-
ance, and serving can aide in our 
growth, but they can be done from 
wrong motives and stunt growth. 

• PROOF OF INTIMACY. We can 
have a lot of knowledge about God 
and lack true intimacy.

TWO | FOCUS PRECISELY.  
GROWTH IS ABIDING 
Growth means connecting all my obedience with the right moti-
vation to my identity in Christ and nothing more. Abide here (in 
Christ). 

 

 

 

THREE | GRAFT PROPERLY.  
GROWTH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 
CUTTING. There will always be some form of 
pruning pain which will involve difficulty and let-
ting go. Regardless of the type of pruning – 
dead, dying, or living branches, pruning results 
in growth. Pain is momentary. 

CONNECTING. Our nutrients are found in the 
vine, Jesus, who is the source of life. Therefore, 
we need to connect by abiding in His words. 
Through this we become “grafted” or connect-
ed. In this we become synonymous and our will 
becomes His will. 

OBEDIENCE

MOTIVATIONIDENTITY

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS: 
• Consider what God is, or needs to prune, in your life (discuss one of the following). 

o What “dead branches” need pruning? 
o What “dying branches” need pruning? 
o What “good branches” that are not thriving need pruning? 

• How can you this week stay connected more effectively to the Jesus words? (Be specific) 


