
 

  

BIBLE TOOLS & TYPES 
ABOUT THE BIBLE 
The word “Bible” is derived from the 
Greek word “biblia” meaning “book.” The 
word “biblia” gets its roots from the word 
“byblos” meaning “papyrus.” Papyrus 
was the material used for text at that 
time. The ancient Greeks obtained their 
supplies of paper (papyrus) from the 
port of Byblos, located in modern day 
Lebanon. 

The Old Testament contains 39 books; 
the New Testament contains 27. In total, 
the Bible includes 66 divinely inspired 
books. 

The Bible includes two testaments 
known as the Old and New Testament. The word “testament” means “will,” “covenant,” or 
“agreement.” The Old Testament contains and demonstrates God’s promise. The New Testa-
ment His fulfillment of the covenant of grace and salvation. These two testaments form the 
complete book known as the Christian Holy Bible. 

 
 
 
  

BIBLE FACTS 
• God inspired more than 40 individuals to write the Bible over a 

time span of nearly 2000 years. 
• Paul contributed 14 books of the New Testament. 
• Job is the oldest book of Old Testament written in 1500 B.C. 
• The Bible was canonized (declared official) in. 375. 
• The Bible was the first book ever printed in 1454. 
• The Holy Bible is the best-selling book of all time sold at a rate 

of 68,000/day. 

 

PURPOSE PLOT PRACTICE HABIT TOOLS & TYPES

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION: 
• Check in with each other and ask for prayer requests. 
• What stands out to you about the “Bible Facts” above? 
• How does this strengthen or fuel your need to study the Bible more? 



 

  

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 
BIBLE COMMENTARY – GREAT FOR THE COMMON MAN 
Usually written by recognized and popular theologians, commentaries aid in the 
study of Scripture by providing explanation and interpretation of biblical text. 
Whether you are just beginning to read Scripture or a student of the Bible, com-
mentaries offer greater understanding with background information on authorship, 
history, setting, and theme. Commentaries often exposit the New and Old Testa-
ment verse by verse. A short version of this is the Study Bible with a built-in com-
mentary. 

BIBLE LEXICON – USED FOR DEEP WORD STUDY 
Bible lexicons provide definitions and meaning of biblical words found in the origi-
nal Old Testament Hebrew and New Testament Greek languages. 

BIBLE CONCORDANCE – USED FOR STUDY OF LANGUAGE 
Bible Concordances (especially the Strong's Exhaustive Concordance) are com-
plete and easy to use for study notes of the original languages. 

BIBLE DICTIONARY – USED FOR QUICK PRATICAL STUDY 
Bible dictionaries are one of the most practical and useful theological reference 
tools available. The combination of definitions with online verse reference allows 
users to easily define and analyze Scripture. Popular dictionaries of the Bible in-
clude Baker’s Evangelical, Easton’s, and Smith’s – named after their well-known 
authors. 

BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA – USED FOR ADDING CONTEXT 
Bible encyclopedias contain articles as well as definitions to thousands of words 
and terms used in Scripture. Entries include full historical references such as date, 
religious environment, family life, customs, language, and literature. 

APOCRYPHAL BOOKS – OTHER BOOKS 
These texts are books included as part of the Septuagint (the Greek version of 
the Old Testament), but not included in the Hebrew Bible. The Roman Catholic 

and Orthodox churches include all of the Apocrypha (except the books of Esdras 
and the Prayer of Manasseh), but refer to them as "deuterocanonical" books. 

Protestant Bibles do not include the Apocrypha, but all of them can be found online for your 
reading pleasure. 

A FEW FREE ONLINE RESOURCES 
Bible Study Tools (biblestudytools.com) 
Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org) 
Bible Gateway (biblegateway.com) 
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BIBLE TYPES 

 

WORD FOR WORD - The Formal Equivalent 
STRENGTHS: 

• Greater reliance on original text. 
• Less interpretation of original text. 
• Good for in-depth study. 
• May contain complex vocabulary and 

theological terminology. 

WEAKNESSES: 
• Awkward & less readable. 
• More interpretation from the reader. 
• Potentially difficult for children and 

youth, non-Christian or new Chris-
tians to read and comprehend. 

• Allows readers to potentially reach 
incorrect interpretive conclusions. 

THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT - The Functional Equivalent 
STRENGTHS: 

• Greater readability. 
• Convey meaning for less ambiguity. 
• Good for public reading. 
• Trained scholars interpret the text. 

WEAKNESSES: 
• Less direct study of the text needed. 
• Not as beneficial for word study. 
• Often reads longer because of the 

need to explain technical terms using 
phrases.

 
TEXT SAMPLING FROM COLOSSIANS 2:9 
NASB – For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form. 
ESV - For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily. 
RSV - For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily. 
KJV - For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
NKJV - For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 
NRSV - For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily. 
NIV - For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form. 
CEV - God lives fully in Christ. 
MSG - Everything of God gets expressed in him. 
LB - For in Christ there is all of God in a human body. 
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION: 
• What did you learn today that you did not know? 
• What kind of version do you currently use or potentially need? 


