
 

  

PRACTICE STUDYING THE BIBLE 

 
 

  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION: 
• Check in with each other. 
• What is intimating about studying the Bible with other people? 
• Why is it important for men to build community with the Bible? 
• What would you like to know about how to study the Bible? 

  



 

  

THE INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY FOR MEN 
OBSERVATION 
WHAT THE TEXT SAYS - 70% OF TIME 

• WORDS:  Notice repetition and specific words describing people, places, and things.  
• CHARACTERS:  Notice people and their actions within the text.  
• GRAMMAR:  Identify the key subject, verb, and object of each sentence. Look for the 

use of contrasts and comparisons used to make or emphasize a central point. 
• STRUCTURE:  Examine how sentences and paragraphs 

come together, paying special attention to transitions 
and connection terms like “therefore.” 

• GENRE:  Discern the genre of the text, whether poetry, 
prose, a letter, a prophetic, or narrative style. 

• MOOD:  Notice the tone of the text by paying attention 
to actions, emotions, and/or challenges. 

 

INTERPRETATION 
WHAT IT MEANT TO THEM – 20% OF TIME 

• ASK QUESTIONS: Ask reporter style questions from di-
rect observation of the text. Who? What? Where? 
When? Why? How? 

• WATCH ASSUMPTIONS: While reading, keep in mind 
your own cultural assumptions and biases. 

• DISCOVER THE MAIN POINT: Determine the author’s 
main point. Even though a text will contain numerous 
possibilities, usually there is one theme. 

 

APPLICATION 
WHAT IT MEANS TO ME – 10% OF TIME 

• MY ACTIONABLES: What actions do I need to take 
based on the observations and interpretations I made? 

• MY RELATIONSHIPS: How do these observations and 
interpretations impact my relationships with God and 
others? 

• MY OUTCOMES: When applied to my life, how would 
the text change my worldview (how I think), actions 
(what I do), and identity (who I am)? 

 

  

KEY PRINCIPLE: 
 
Stay away from two is-
sues in observations. 
One, questions of inter-
pretation. Two, com-
ments on what the 
verses means today. 

KEY PRINCIPLE: 
 
We tend to assume that 
the biblical world is the 
same as ours. Watch 
your assumptions. 

KEY PRINCIPLE: 
 
Push for a single ac-
tionable. Men have to 
apply this to a behav-
ioral change in their life 
or the study was just a 
mental exercise. 



 

  

A PRACTICE BIBLE STUDY 
THE WISE & FOOLISH BUILDERS 
2244  “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 2255  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 2266  And eve-
ryone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on the sand. 2277  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

2288  And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teach-
ing, 2299  for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. 

MATTHEW 7:24-29 

   
OBSERVATION 
WHAT THE TEXT SAYS 
 

 

 

INTERPRETATION 
WHAT IT MEANT TO THEM 
 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 
WHAT IT MEANS TO ME 
  

TRY IT: MATTHEW 7:21-27 

Try the method on your own 
this week with this short story. 


